Dumas Ditch Report

for Crescent Moon Ranch

Spring 2010

This biannual report from th€rescent Moon Ranch Community Garde
contains an update on the state of affairs for the United States Fores

Service.
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Introduction

Spring 2010 has started nicely, due to the gardeners and committed workforce at the gardenlast
fall. While the ditch was closed, we performed many a repair, and were pleased with the results.

Many new gardeners have joined the garden, bringing the total workforce to eight committed
individuals.

Additionally, around 50 students from 7 Centers Yoga and Red Rock High School have had a
consistent presence at the garden/Dumas ditch.

In March 2010, Crescent Moon Community Garden was also part of the Spring Planting and
Pruning Work party open to all. This event was sponsored by Gardens for Humanity and drew in
around 20 individuals interested in training for fruit pruning and planting techniques. It was
advertised throughout the Sedona area.

Currently, the Dumas Ditch has a strong fWeare ( at
expecting that it will be necessary to clean Areas 1fi 2 once the floodwaters recede.

2010 Volunteer Projects

Each year, gardeners have work days in order to maintain the property and their individual plots.
This fall, while the ditch was dry, we completed many projects (listed below).

We have and are soliciting help from many local organizations for the necessary labor and
materials to maintain and service the Dumas ditch. We are always seeking additional assistance in
getting volunteers to clean the ditch.

Repairs Completed
(see Appendix 1 for area map):

9 Area 2: This area was leaking profusely through existing sandbags and black plastic liners.
Volunteers dug this area out, clipped back non native blackberry bushes along and in the ditch
and lined with pond liner.

f Area 5: This Gunite section of ditch had N
substantial cracks large enough to drain o
the entire contents of the ditch. Volunteer Contributions
Volunteers rebuilt this section with 30 60 - Spring 2010

b bags of concrete.  Total Estimated Volunteer Hours: 76¢

1 Area 2-Area 9: Volunteers cleared bank  Total Estimated Qutributions: $445

and ditch trail of noxious non native

invasive blackberries. Volunteers also x  pond liner for Area 2: $280
removed sediment deposits on ditch x concree for Areas 3 & 56165
bottom.

I Area 11: Recrational Resource & j

Management completed construction of the flume that spans the Schuerman Ditch. The metal
superstructure , redwood layer, and folded sheet metal liner allowed for a rustic look &
functional flume over the ditch. Repairs done on the flume were completed solely by
Recreational Resource Management.




Repairs to be Made
1 Repair Field Gates 7 & 8. This area is leaking into the large field northeast of the garden.

1 Clear ditch in Areas 9 i 10. This area poses large problems if any more debris falls inb this
section of ditch. Because of the congestion caused by the overgrowth and non native species
plant life in the ditch, this area is particularly susceptible to ditch overflow. This situation
would erode the very foundation of the ditch in this locatio n.

Planting List
The gardeners have been asked to submit their planting lists for inclusion in this report. Geoff
Worssam continues to maintain the apple orchard which includes Arkansas Blacks, Fujis, and Galas
along with 3-111 root stocks for potential grafting of early v arieties. Rob Lautze & Shelly Kidwell
have indicated that they are growing onions, peppers, garlic, tomatoes, squash, and potatoes. Ruth
Hartung has spearheaded that planting of a large squash bed, along with watermelons. Michael &
Patrick Keehn state thatthey are planting corn, carrots, and wheat. Desert Star Schoolhas indicated
an interest in planting pumpkins and winter squash. Chris Anderson has the most extensive list; it
is attached as Appendix 3.




Appendix 1: Map of the Dumas Ditch
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Appendix 2: Plot Map
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Appendix 3: Chris Andersonsds Garden Li st




